
Students come to Western State College of Colorado from
every state in the nation expecting Ñ and finding Ñ an educational
experience that changes their lives.

Strong academic programs combined with a postcard setting
and unrivaled outdoor recreation make Western a unique, all-
absorbing, enriching and rewarding place to live and learn.
Western boasts a number of alumni who are national leaders 
in fields as diverse as energy, medicine, education, fitness and the
arts.  Alumni devotion is very high, and Western consistently leads
its Colorado peers in private gift support, giving the public college
a distinctly private feel. 

At an altitude of 7,700 feet, WesternÕs beautiful and inspiring
campus is nestled in the Colorado Rocky Mountains.

Academics at Western are characterized by quality education
in the classroom enriched by hands-on learning experiences. With
22 majors, six minors and six pre-professional study programs,
the liberal arts college offers a wide variety of programs to fit the
diverse academic needs of its students. Business administration,
art, biology and recreation are the collegeÕs most popular majors.

In 2007, Western will launch a new academic initiative, a
natural resource land management program (one of only six
nationwide). With WesternÕs ideal teaching location in one of the
worldÕs greatest outdoor laboratories, the program is uniquely
positioned to prepare students for careers in petroleum and 
natural resource land management.

WesternÕs location also provides unmatched learning exper-
iences for students interested in art, biology, geology (including
petroleum), anthropology, environmental studies, recreation and
other subjects, complementing a full liberal arts curriculum. 

Also in 2007, Western will open a sophisticated, privately-
funded, $7.5 million building for its Business, Accounting and
Economics Department.

Small Classes, Diverse Mix of Students 
ÒWesternÕs size and personable faculty make it easy to get

to know professors as real people,Ó says Tim Albers, Assistant
Vice President for Enrollment Services. ÒOur students enjoy small
classes taught by actual professors, which makes the college
experience more valuable.Ó WesternÕs average class size is 23.
And nearly every professor is tenure track; teaching assistants
are rarely used.  

Students attend Western
from all 50 states and across
the globe. Since Western is
the destination college, everyone has chosen to come here, over
another college closer to home, which is evident in the buoyant
spirit of adventure on the campus. ÒNinety-five percent of our
students travel more than 100 miles to attend Western,Ó says
Albers. ÒWe believe that a diverse student body is a more inter-
esting student body. If our students come from different home
towns and high schools, we believe they will learn from each
other and receive a better education.Ó

Beyond the Classroom
From leisurely activities to the most extreme, Western stu-

dents take their recreation as seriously as their studies, taking
advantage of the many outdoor opportunities located only
minutes from campus. Within a short distance, students find
some of the worldÕs best powder for skiing, snowboarding, sled-
ding and snowmobiling. In the warm months, students enjoy
world-class mountain biking, fly fishing, rock climbing, rafting,
kayaking, hiking, camping and more. 

ÒIf youÕre a person who likes to try new things and enjoys
being active, Western is the place for you,Ó says Albers. ÒWe
offer a cost-effective education in a supportive, friendly environ-
ment. Our small classes, personalized attention and enriching
activities combine to provide a life-changing college experience.Ó
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ÒWestern is a great place
for studying the subjects
you love in an environ -
ment that will steal your
heart. Whether you want
a place to rock climb,
ski/snowboard or play a
piano, youÕll find it here.Ó

Ñ Jennifer Rousseau, student


